Elevate Bible Study Methods
Course Syllabus
Introduction
This course intends to provide a foundation upon which one can study the Bible in a fruitful way, which is something God desires for all of His children.  The topics of this course can appear somewhat academic in nature.  As such, the danger in it is that one might reduce the role of the Holy Spirit in the gaining of truth from the Word.  This course in no way intends to do this, but rather to enable those who desire to study the Word the tools and perspectives that should position their heart to allow the Holy Spirit to do its work.

Hebrews 4:12 provides an unmistaken point as to the value and importance of the Word of God, in that it is able to judge the very thoughts and intentions of the heart.  One would be hard pressed to find something else that exists with such power.  God has given us his Word and thus we should consider it a privilege to study it.
The bulk of the contents of this course are from a college level course in Bible Study Methods.  However, the presentation of this material is intended to appeal and be understandable by nearly any listening audience.  Great fruit can be reaped from the proper study of God’s Word, so enjoy what this has to offer!

It is important to note that the because of the complimentary nature of the contents of the curriculum, attendance at all sessions is of great importance.  These topics will be revisited in the future, either for review or for new members.  However, this may be the only time the complete contents are presented in a structured and complete manner such as they will be on this occasion.  As such, please make attendance a priority.
Upon completion of the curriculum, we will move into the actual study of the Word in a group format that is intended to allow all participants the opportunity to grow in their understanding of how to study the Word and the actual meaning and application of the invaluable truths the Word has to offer.  Additionally, the truth gleaned from the study can be used to build up our family, friends, strangers, and certainly the church body.
Disclosures

Those of us teaching this course do not intend to leave the impression that we are the authority on such matters.  We are not Bible scholars, nor have we spent significant time in Bible college.  We are sharing something that has had transforming value in our own lives, and something we have found worthy of learning further for the purpose of sharing with our peers.  

For those of you participating in the course, we ask that you come with a humble mind and heart and a desire for truth.  Some of what the course may present may be new information, and some of it may even come across as offensive or confusing if your heart is not positioned for the Lord to reveal the truth.
Course Overview

The contents of this course will be broken up into four individual sessions.  As noted above, this course is somewhat academic and will thus require some level of attentiveness and perhaps even some study, even before the Bible study itself begins.  The concepts of this course are not intended to be complex in nature and are quite complimentary to one another.  As such, it is important that some devotion is given to the grasping of the conceptual nature of the course contents, as opposed to simply learning them as individual truths or facts.

The breakdown of the sessions will be as follows:

· Session 1 (11-5-09) – The Bible as the Word of God

This session will provide insight into how our modern day Bible was compiled 
and what makes the Bible so incredibly unique and powerful.  
· Session 2 (11-12-09) – Principles of Biblical Interpretation (Hermeneutics)

This session will present four powerful principles that lay a foundation for the study of the Word in any situation and for any purpose.

· Session 3 (11-19-09) – Bible Study Methodology

This session will present a clear methodology for studying the Word.  The application of its basic principles is valuable any time the Word is read.

· Session 4 (12-03-09) – The POIMA Approach/Plan to Bible Study

The POIMA plan will offer you an effective means of approaching the Word and most importantly, applying it to your life.  It is built upon the principles and compliments the methodology.
Ground Rules and Guidelines for Course and Bible Study

The course will provide room for discussion during or after as to further explore and bring understanding of its contents.  The Bible Study will be a group format that is discussion based.  The Bible Study will intend to focus on the text being studied for that particular week, and though they are of value, is not intended for deviating off on topical studies when questions come up from the text.  We do however wholeheartedly encourage you to explore these matters outside of the study and with any of the group members that want to take part.
Materials

A binder and summarized content for each course will be provided.  The content will be structured such as to encourage note taking for your personal benefit.  Please bring writing materials (i.e. pen, pencil, highlighter) as well as your Bible to every session.
