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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BIBLE1 

Many Christians tend to have the idea that the Bible somehow just appeared, without ever considering the historical process that brought the anthology of writings we call the Bible together across 2,000 years of history.  

Much of Scripture, including the Gospels, probably were circulated in the community of Faith as oral tradition or as separate pieces of written tradition long before the Bible took shape as a collection of books. 

The earliest traditions that are incorporated into Scripture, probably oral traditions, likely date to the time of Abraham around 1800 BC. Probably the first written parts of Scripture were short pieces of poetry, such as the Song of the Sea in Exodus 15, dating to the time of the exodus around 1300 BC.  There are also several references to Moses writing about various aspects of the exodus in this period, including some of the "laws" for the community. 

Its likely that the Bible actually began to take shape as Scripture later as the earliest written traditions began to be collected into books about the time of Solomon, around 1000 BC.  The Old Testament in roughly the form that we know it did not emerge until after the return from Babylonian exile around 500-450 BC.  The first of the three parts of the Jewish canon, the Torah (what Christians would later call the Pentateuch), was authoritative for the community long before the time of Jesus. The Prophets were mostly in place by the second century BC, and the Writings (Psalms, Job, Chronicles; see Canons of the Hebrew Bible), would achieve that status not long after.  The entire Old Testament canon, without any of the apocryphal books, did not reach an "official" codified form in Judaism until the Council of Jamnia in AD 90.  This was largely a Jewish response to Christianity that was producing new writings (what we call the New Testament) to add to what was already authoritative in Judaism. 

Likewise the New Testament underwent a similar process of development, although in a much shorter time frame. The first letters of Paul were written around AD 45-50, the first Gospel (Mark) around AD 60, and the last of the canonical Epistles around AD 90-100. However, the New Testament did not emerge as an entire body of collected writings until well into the third century AD.  Even then, some of the books were debated (for example, Hebrews, James, the Revelation) and some sections of the church used books that were not accepted in other areas (The Didache, The Epistles of Clement, The Shepherd of Hermas, etc.). 

So although the New Testament took shape over roughly 50 years and was virtually complete by the early second century AD, it took another two to three centuries for the church to begin defining the canon of the New Testament. However, the Christian canon was not "officially" closed until the tensions that erupted during the Reformation led to the exclusion of the Apocrypha by the emerging Protestants, which in turn led to the Catholic Council of Trent in AD 1546 that officially defined the Catholic canon including the apocryphal books.  It is this debate over the basis of authority between the Catholic/Orthodox traditions and the Protestant tradition that has led to two similar yet different canons of Scripture for these two traditions. 

BIBLE TRANSLATION HISTORY: A TIMELINE2 

1,400 BC:  The first written Word of God: The Ten Commandments delivered to Moses. 

   500 BC:  Completion of All Original Hebrew Manuscripts which make up The 39 Books of the Old Testament. 

   200 BC:  Completion of the Septuagint Greek Manuscripts which contain The 39 Old Testament Books AND 14 Apocrypha Books. 

 1st C AD:  Completion of All Original Greek Manuscripts which make up The 27 Books of the New Testament. 

   315 AD:  Athenasius, the Bishop of Alexandria, identifies the 27 books of the New Testament which are today recognized as the canon of scripture. 

   382 AD:  Jerome's Latin Vulgate Manuscripts produced which contain All 80 Books (39 Old Test. + 14 Apocrypha + 27 New Test). 

   500 AD:  Scriptures have been Translated into Over 500 Languages. 

   600 AD:  LATIN was the Only Language Allowed for Scripture. 

   995 AD:  Anglo-Saxon (Early Roots of English Language) Translations of The New Testament Produced. 

 1384 AD:  Wycliffe is the First Person to Produce a (Hand-Written) manuscript Copy of the Complete Bible; All 80 Books. 

 1455 AD:  Gutenberg Invents the Printing Press; Books May Now be mass-Produced Instead of Individually Hand-Written. The First Book Ever Printed is Gutenberg's Bible in Latin. 

 1516 AD:  Erasmus Produces a Greek/Latin Parallel New Testament. 

 1522 AD:  Martin Luther's German New Testament. 

 1526 AD:  William Tyndale's New Testament; The First New Testament printed in the English Language. 

 1535 AD:  Myles Coverdale's Bible; The First Complete Bible printed in the English Language (80 Books: O.T. & N.T. & Apocrypha). 

 1537 AD:  Tyndale-Matthews Bible; The Second Complete Bible printed in English. Done by John "Thomas Matthew" Rogers (80 Books). 

 1539 AD:  The "Great Bible" Printed; The First English Language Bible Authorized for Public Use (80 Books). 

 1560 AD:  The Geneva Bible Printed; The First English Language Bible to add Numbered Verses to Each Chapter (80 Books). 

 1568 AD:  The Bishops Bible Printed; The Bible of which the King James was a Revision (80 Books). 

 1609 AD:  The Douay Old Testament is added to the Rheims New Testament (of 1582) Making the First Complete English Catholic Bible; Translated from the Latin Vulgate (80 Books). 

 1611 AD:  The King James Bible Printed; Originally with All 80 Books. The Apocrypha was Officially Removed in 1885 Leaving Only 66 Books. 

Apocrypha of the King James Version 

The English-language King James Version of 1611 followed the lead of the Luther Bible in using an inter-testamental section labelled "Books called Apocrypha", 

or just "Apocrypha" at the running page header. The section contains the following:[7] 

· 1 Esdras (Vulgate 3 Esdras) 

· 2 Esdras (Vulgate 4 Esdras) 

· Tobit 

· Judith 

· Rest of Esther (Vulgate Esther 10:4-16:24) 

· Wisdom 

· Ecclesiasticus (also known as Sirach) 

· Baruch and the Epistle of Jeremy (all part of Vulgate Baruch) 

· Song of the Three Children (Vulgate Daniel 3:24-90) 

· Story of Susanna (Vulgate Daniel 13) 

· The Idol Bel and the Dragon (Vulgate Daniel 14) 

· Prayer of Manasses 

· 1 Maccabees 

· 2 Maccabees 

1782 AD:  Robert Aitken's Bible; The First English Language Bible (KJV) Printed in America. 

1791 AD:  Isaac Collins and Isaiah Thomas Respectively Produce the First Family Bible and First Illustrated Bible Printed in America. Both were King James Versions, with All 80 Books. 

1808 AD:  Jane Aitken's Bible (Daughter of Robert Aitken); The First Bible to be Printed by a Woman. 

1833 AD:  Noah Webster's Bible; After Producing his Famous Dictionary, Webster Printed his Own Revision of the King James Bible. 

1841 AD:  English Hexapla New Testament; an Early Textual Comparison showing the Greek and 6 Famous English Translations in Parallel Columns. 

1846 AD:  The Illuminated Bible; The Most Lavishly Illustrated Bible printed in America. A King James Version, with All 80 Books. 

1885 AD:  The "English Revised Version" Bible; The First Major English Revision of the KJV. 

1901 AD:  The "American Standard Version"; The First Major American Revision of the KJV. 

"Highly regarded for its scholarship and accuracy. Frequently used as a standard for other translations. Still recognized as a valuable tool for study of the Scriptures."3 

1971 AD:  The "New American Standard Bible" (NASB) is Published as a "Modern and Accurate Word for Word English Translation" of the Bible. 

"The New American Standard Bible has been produced with the conviction that the words of Scripture as originally peened in the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greed were inspired by God. Since they are the eternal Word of God, the Holy Scriptures speak with fresh power to each generation, to give wisdom that leads to salvation, that men may serve Christ to the glory of God."3 

"The Editorial Board had a twofold purpose in making this translation: to adhere as closely as possible to the original languages of the Holy Scriptures, and to make the translation in a fluent and readable style according to current English usage.3 

The Fourfold Aim of The Lockman Foundation3 

1.  These publications shall be true to the original Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek. 

2.  They shall be grammatically correct. 

3.  They shall be understandable to the masses. 

4.  They shall give the Lord Jesus Christ His proper place, the place which the Word gives Him; therefore, no work will ever be personalized. 

1973 AD: The "New International Version" (NIV) is Published as a "Modern and Accurate Phrase for Phrase English Translation" of the Bible. 

1982 AD: The "New King James Version" (NKJV) is Published as a "Modern English Version Maintaining the Original Style of the King James." 

2002 AD: The English Standard Version (ESV) is Published as a translation to bridge the gap between the accuracy of the NASB and the readability of the NIV. 

Glimpse into the development of the Bible, specifically the NASB. But, is the Bible the word of God? 

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE BIBLE, THE DIVINE-HUMAN WORD OF GOD4 

"In the beginning, God...." Gen.1:1 

"When you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, 

but for what it really is, the word of God" (I Th. 2:13). 

"All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 

in righteousness" (II Tim. 3:16). 

"No prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 

God" (II Pe. 1:21). 

"The Bible was not given to prove the existence of God, but to reveal profound facts concerning the God 

that man already knows to exist from his natural observations and experiences. God has condescended to 

reveal the origin of all existences and the calamity of moral rebellion that has taken place. Inner secrets of 

the Divine Being have been made known in compassionate redemption, in the hopes of winning man back 

into happy fellowship for which he was created. God had to begin this long process of enlightenment directly 

to receptive individuals and bring about the advent and sufferings of His blessed Son." 

But, if the Bible is the word of God, you would expect it to testify of itself. Is there evidence that demands a verdict, "proofs in defense of the Bible being the Word of God? 

IS THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD?5 

Introduction 

"Many people experience great difficulty in believing that the Bible is actually the Word of God. Some individuals entertain sincere doubts concerning its divine authenticity, accuracy and reliability. This ias a common dilemma which not only affect most unbelievers, but many Chistians have struggled with this issue as well." 

What is meant when we say that the Bible is the Word of God? 

This simply means that the Bible is the divinely inspired and infallible revelation of God to man, rather than the mere words of men to other men. 

Why do people reject the Bible? 

"For a variety of reasons,..." 

Skeptic 

noun 

somebody denying knowledge is possible: a member of an ancient Greek school of philosophy holding the doctrine that real knowledge is impossible, or a later follower of the doctrine 

An Essential Requirement 

"...an attitude of openness and intellectual integrity." 

The heart cannot hang onto what the mind rejects, thus what follows is an appeal for mental acceptance and heart's (faith) commitment. 

Sixteen reasons for accepting the Bible 

1. Ultimate grounds for acceptance. 

The Bible must ultimately be accepted by faith. 

"Without faith it impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that His is a rewarder of those who seek Him." Heb. 11:6 

A RATIONAL faith, not BLIND faith"  resulting in a passion for which one will sacrifice his life. A faith by which one lives and dies. 

2. Unity of the Bible 

"The overall unity of the Bible gives strong support to its divine origin." 

3. The Bible's Indestructibility 

"In spite of the determined and aggressive assaults against the Bible, it has not only survived, but has consistently triumphed over all it enemies." 

4. Its enduring popularity 

"The Bible still remains the all-time best seller of human history." 

5. The testimony of great men and women 

"The testimony of great historical figures who staked their reputation and sacred honor upon the absolute reliability and accuracy of the Bible:" 

6. Accuracy of the manuscripts 

"The manuscript evidence supporting the Bible's accuracy is overwhelming." 

7. Scientific accuracy 

"Not a single scientific fact or discovery has ever disproven a biblical statement!" 

8.The fulfillment of Biblical prophecy 

"The Bible is saturated with specific prophecies concerning nations, cities, historic events, and individuals....hundreds have been literally fulfilled in the most minute detail." 

9. The law of Compound Probabilities 

"Mathematical law which can be used to calculate the probability of a specific set of conditions, requirement, or qualification being fulfilled." 

When applied to biblical prophecies relating to Christ being fulfilled: 

10. The contribution of archaeology 

"Archaeological research over the last two centuries has provided overwhelming support for the Bible's accuracy." 

11. Historical accuracy according to Christ 

"Jesus consistently placed His divine seal of approval upon the Bible's contents:" 

12. Sacrifice of millions 

"Countless millions of Christians have laid down their lives in defense of it." 

13. Its transforming power 

"One of the most profound proofs of the Bible's divine authorship centers upon its dynamic, life-changing impact upon the lives of men and woman, the course of history, and destiny of nations." 

14. The testimony of Christ 

"Christ personally endorsed the reliability of the Bible." 

15. The resurrection of Christ 

"His resurrection confirms that Jesus is who He claimed to be, and His statements regarding the scriptures inspiration a reliable." 

16. The self-witness of scripture 

"It confirms that God is both the architect and author of its contents. 

CONCLUSION 

Glanced at the supporting evidence concerning the Bible's divine authorship and accuracy. Even at a glance, the evidence is conclusive and overwhelming. The facts substantiate the Bible's trustworhiness, accuracy and divine source of inspiration. This should lead even the skeptic to the truth that the Bible is indeed the Word of God." But, its one thing for the skeptic to know the truth, and another, for the truth to set the skeptic free which requires a sincere heart's (faith) commitment to what the mind has accepted. 
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