
Preparation

Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord.

1peter 2:1-3

The Command – What are we to do?

The Prerequisite – what must precede this?

The Manner – How should we do this?

The Purpose – Why should we do this?

The Condition – What is necessary to do this?

The Goal – Who are we seeking after?

· Observation
As we work through the particulars of the observational process, think about how you will personally develop a plan for the implementation of the observational stage to your own Bible study. I am not going to try to give you a step-by-step approach, but instead I am going to give you certain practices that you must formulate into your own method

The Art of Observation:
Observation has been called the art of awareness or the act of taking notice.  It uncovers the raw data.  “the process of observation should generally resemble the absorbing process of the sponge when it is exposed to a liquid” – Robert A Traina (Methodical Bible Study).

The Appeal of Observation:

The purpose of this step is “to enable one to become saturated with the particulars of a passage so that one is thoroughly conscious of their existence and of the need for their explanation” (Robert A. Traina, Methodical Bible Study, 31).

As such, the results of observation will provide the basic building blocks from which one constructs the meaning of a passage.  It provides the data that will be analyzed during the Interpretation stage.

The Attitude of Observation:

A commitment to learn—to have a teachable heart; one scholar notes:  “One of the great killers of Bible study is the statement, ‘I already know that’” (Hendricks, LBB, 67).

A commitment to focus—to concentrate upon the text (and the text alone)

A commitment to awareness—to see what is included within the book/text and what is not included within the book/text

A commitment to carefulness—to be precise, particular, and accurate

A commitment to persistence—to not shortchange the process but instead to discipline yourself to actually see what the Scripture contains

The Act of Observation:

Learn to read—read—read!!!

Read thoughtfully, repeatedly, patiently, selectively, prayerfully, imaginatively, meditatively, purposefully, acquisitively, telescopically (Hendricks, LBB, 75-130)

Several steps are helpful in this regard:

read the book through each time in one sitting

read the book in different translations (with caution!)

listen to the book read on audio tape

read the book out loud

Look for the right things (put on biblical glasses)

Look for the stated purpose

See John 20:30-31

Look for the central idea/theme

See the book of Matthew (noted from the beginning) 

See the book of Proverbs (chapters 1-9; 10-31)(theme of wisdom)

Look for the structure

Observe sections, units, paragraphs, sentences, etc.

See 1 Corinthians (1:10-4:21; 5; 6; 7:1f; 8:1-11:1; 11:2-34; 12-14; 15; 16) 

See also 12-14 (the proper exercise of spiritual gifts)

Look for the literary forms

See BSM and Rules Course Manual, 43-45; See LBB, 209-220; See BBI, Zuck, 123-142

Look for things that are emphasized

Found in words, phrases, clauses, sentences, people, themes, etc.

Notice the emphasis upon Christ in 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Notice the emphasis upon Christ in Ephesians 1:1-14

Look for things that are repeated

For instance, see the repeated term “These are the generations…” in Genesis 

For instance, see “His love endures forever” in Psalm 136 (some 26 times)

For instance, see the beginning and ending formulas in Matthew

For instance, see the repeated “do not be anxious” in Matthew 6:19-33

For instance, see the phrase “in Christ/in Him” in Ephesians 1:3-14

For instance, see the clause “to the praise of His glory/the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14)

Look for things that are related

Related in themes (for instance, Mark 4:35-5:43), in order (for instance, see the listing of the disciples), in terms and/or thoughts (eg: Galatians 5:22-6:10)

Look for things that are alike

See LBB, 158-164; Similies, Metaphors, etc.

Look for things that are unalike

See LBB, 158-164; Similies, Metaphors, Contrasts, Irony, etc.

Look for things that are there—be accurate

Look for things that are not there

For instance, see the differences between Mk 3:20-35, Mtw 12:46-50, and Lk 8:19-21.

Ask the right questions 

Who? (Who is talking or being talked about?)

What? (What is the subject or topic being discussed; what comes before/after?)

When? (When is the activity or discussion taking place?)

Where? (Where is the activity or discussion taking place?)

Why? (Why is the activity or discussion taking place (purpose)?)

Wherefore? (How do people respond? What happens in the light of the above?)

The Application of Observation:

We can think about the observational stage from the broader, more general perspective or from the narrower, more specific perspective. Both are very important, and both should be treated with great care and detail. The process ultimately ties together: we read the book as a whole and make observations as we go, but then we work with the details, which leads us back to the book as a whole, etc. Make sure to keep this in mind as we work through the practice of the observational stage.
Remember both approaches to observation:  (1) synthetic—observation of the whole (e.g., the big picture); and (2) analytic—observation of the part (e.g., specific details).  Both are essential to proper observation.

Start with broad details first, then work towards the more specific.

Have a pencil and notepad ready for recording observations.  Do not rely upon your memory.  Furthermore, writing down one’s thoughts aids greatly in clarifying one’s observations.

As one records his observations, he should do so in an organized manner, so that he can return to them at a later time and make sense of them with the least amount of effort possible.

Physically mark up the text itself. Write it out, then mark up the words and structure of the text by underlining, encircling, inserting arrows to express relationship, etc. Your pencil is a “new eye.”

Observe the text afresh each time. Guard against the attitude of, “there is nothing new here.”

Work through this process when you have the greatest mental alertness.  For some, this is early in the morning; for others, later in the evening.  Find out when it works best for you.

Keep in mind the distinction between Observation, Interpretation, and Application.  Observation observes the facts; Interpretation interprets the facts; and Application applies the facts.

Interpretation

The purpose of this step is to enable the interpreter to determine the intent of the author of Scripture, and thus, to determine the meaning of the passage. It is by far the most demanding and most detailed stage in the POIMA plan, for it is here that you are searching the mind of God with great struggle, prayer, and diligence. It is at the same time a very joyous and rewarding process – keep in mind the goal!
· Building the Background / Set the Tone:
· It is important to understand the historical background of scripture because of the way that God chose to communicate his eternal principles to us.  God spoke through the human writers of scripture to address the real life needs of people at a particular time in a particular culture.  Our goal is to discover and apply those principles to our lives.  The historical-cultural context includes the biblical writer, the biblical audience, and any cultural context touched on by the passage that might help you understand the text while not being directly in it.   The interpretive journey works on the premise that the Bible is a record of God’s communication of himself and his will to us, which we established in our first session.  While the specifics of a particular passage may only apply to the particular situation of the biblical audience, the theological principles revealed in that text are applicable to all of God’s people at all times.  Because the theological principle has meaning and application to both audiences, it functions as a bridge spanning the river of differences.  
For example:  2 Tim 4:9 – 4:21  *

There are many resources for finding out the historical cultural context as most of the historical information is not found directly in the scripture.  Included is a long list of different resources that can be used for mining principals from scripture.  

Another thing that is going to be a great help in finding the meaning in text is Literary Context.  When it comes to interpreting and applying the bible context is crucial.  In fact we would go as far as to say that the most important principle of biblical interpretation is that context determines meaning.  When we ignore context we can twist the scriptures and “prove” almost any thing.

Literary Genre:
Genre simply refers to the different categories or types of literature found in the bible.  There are many different types you will encounter narrative, law, poetry, prophesy, wisdom, gospel, history, letter, and apocalyptic.  In order to properly read and interpret different texts we must first know which genre they fall into as we naturally read different genres differently.  For example if you were to read one of the poetry texts as though it were a law text would run a great risk of misreading the text.  The same way you wouldn’t read a love letter the way you would read a history book you wouldn’t read all the books of the bible the same either.

Surrounding Context
Surrounding context is simply the text that surrounds the passage you are reading before and after it.  This includes the verses and chapters from the beginning of the book leading up to your passage and the verses and chapters after you passage all the way to the end of the book.  It also includes the surrounding books and the entire bible (illustrated below).  The surrounding text is critical in understanding a passage.  It brakes down like this.

The meaning intended in most verses is dependant on the surrounding context and more importantly the immediate context.  Lets take a look at a couple of verses and see if we know their context!

-Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.  If any one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in.  (Rev. 3:20)

 -For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.    (Matt. 18:20)

Learn the Lexical:
It is important to understand all of the words in a passage that you are studying because they all fit together to create a larger picture.  If you are unsure or don’t know the meaning of a word its like a puzzle with missing pieces.  Researching words in the original language that they were written in can enrich a passage and bring it into a new light but its important to let the surrounding context decide what the best translation of that word would be, as many word is the original Greek and Hebrew languages will have many definitions in the English language.  Its not necessary nor realistic to try to study every word in a passage.  Most passages are filled with words that are clear to the average reader but some words do demand more in-depth study.  Here are a few tips to help you choose which words to study.  

1. Look for words that are crucial to the passage.  Words that the passage hang on and are loaded with theological and historical significance.

2. Look for repeated words.  Theme words will often be repeated, take note of this and pay close attention.

3. Look for figures of speech.  Words that are used to create a picture, or a metaphore.

4. Look for words that are unclear or puzzling.  

Work with the paragraph:

While studying a passage there are certain things to keep an eye out for-

General to specific – some times an author will introduce an idea with a general statement – that is an overview or summary of the main idea.  The author will then follow this general statement with the specifics of the idea.       Galatians 5:16  5:19-20  5:22-23

Question and Answer – occasionally an author will raise a rhetorical question and then answer that question.         Romans 6:1-2

Purpose statements – these are phrases or sentences that describe the reason, the result, or the consequences of some action.    Eph 2:10,  John 3:16,  Ps. 119:11

Means(by which something is accomplished) – look for the means that bring about  the action, result, or purpose.  How is the purpose accomplished?  Ps. 119:9     Romans 8:13

Actions/Roles of people and the Actions/Roles of God – identify what God is doing in the passage and see if there are any connections between what God is doing and what people are doing.

Emotional terms – the Bible is a book about relationships, primarily relationships between God and people and emotions play a big role in relationships. When you observe a text be sure to note words and phrases that have emotional overtones.  Jeremiah 3:19-20 

Tone – try to identify the tone of the passage.  This will often be closely related to the identification of emotional terms.  Is it sorrowful?  Is it a tone of anger?  A tone of unimpassioned explanation?

The Basic steps to the Interpretive Journey (from GGW)

1. Grasping the text in their town. 

       What did the text mean to them?  In this step you will read the text and observe all you can also you will study the historical context.  Find out what the passage meant for the biblical audience. Be specific.  Learn the historical and literal contexts.  How does your passage relate to those around it.  Don’t generalize or try to develop theological principals yet.

2. Measuring the Width of the River to Cross.

       What are the differences between the biblical audience and us?  There are many things that create a river separating the biblical audience and us.  Such as time, language, culture, situation, and covenant.  The width of the river varies from passage to passage.  Some are crossed with a simple hop and some will require a long substantial bridge to cross.  It is important to look at each passage a determine what it is that is keeping us from directly applying the passage.

3. Crossing the Principlizing Bridge.

        What is the theological principle in this text?  This is perhaps the most challenging step.  In it you are looking for the theological principles that are reflected in the meaning of the text you identified in step one.  Remember that this theological principle is part of the meaning.  Your task is not to create the meaning but to discover the meaning intended by the author.  In this step you will recall the differences you identified in step 2. And try to find any similarities between the situation of the biblical audience and our situation.  After reviewing the similarities return to the meaning you identified in step 1 and try to identify a broader theological principle reflected in the text that can also be applied to us today.   And it is in this time that you should enter into the parts whole spiral.  Making sure that the principle is present in other places in scripture and not contradictory to the rest of scripture.

4. Grasping the Text in Our Town.

  How should Christians today apply the theological principle in their lives?  We now apply the theological principle to the specific situation of individual Christians in the church today.  We cannot leave the meaning of the text stranded in an abstract theological principle.  We must now grapple with how we respond to that principle in our town.  How does it apply in real life situations today

Meditation
· Meditation is simply continued or extended thought; contemplation.  In the case of the bible it is continued or extended thought - contemplation - on the word of God
Why is meditation so important:

Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-2.  
Meditation is important because it is the stage where the truth we have found in scripture makes its way from our heads down into out hearts.  Meditation leads us into application and transforms the knowledge in our heads into the prayer of our hearts and the leading of our lives. 
How biblical meditation is implemented:
Focus on the words of scripture:

This is what makes biblical meditation different from meditation as we know it in our society.  Meditation as popularly taught by eastern philosophies tells you to empty your mind- the exact opposite of what the scriptures say.  Biblical meditation means filling your mind with the truth that God has revealed.

Seek to make connections:

In the grammar


In the flow of thought


In the rising of the principle


In the application of the principle to all of life

Pray to God through the passage meditated upon:

Memorize the passage - as a way of life:

Make this a continuous par of your life: 

 Its not an exercise you can carry out for a few minutes and then check off your list.  It’s a mental discipline that you carry throughout your day.  It’s a mind-set and lifestyle in which the word courses through your mind 

Application
The perspective of Application:
We can forget that we are called to apply the truth to our lives

We can find meaning without truly applying it to our lives

We can understand what the application is without truly applying it to our lives

We can formulate wrong application and apply it to our lives

We can forget that it is the spirit of  God who helps us apply the truth to scripture to our lives
The purpose of Application:

The purpose of the application stage is to determine the significance that a text of Scripture has to one’s own life. The interpretation stage determined the “meaning” of a passage; application now determines its “significance.”

The practice of Application:

Determine the Original Audience and Application(s)

-Original Audience Reference

-Audience Trait

Having identified the original audience and observing its original application(s), it is important to understand the commonality between the original readers and today’s readers. This helps determine whether a situation today is truly comparable to one in Scripture.
Evaluate the Level of Specificity of the Original Application(s)

Cultural Considerations

Determining Normativeness

Determining Degree of Transfer
Identify the Universal Principles
Identify Specific Action-Responses

The practicality of Application:

Once you understand what is involved in finding true application from Scripture (in dependence upon the Spirit of God), the following can be practical helps for finding the application of any given passage:

Is there a truth to believe about God?

Is there a truth to believe about some other doctrine?

Is there a command to obey?

Is there a promise to claim?

Is there an example to follow?

Is there an error in behavior to avoid?

Is there an error in thinking to avoid?

Is there a condition to meet?

Is there a principle to follow for personal guidance?

Is there wisdom to shape a Christian’s thinking?

Is there a prayer to pattern?

It is the joy of the believer to live out the truths of God’s Word. Just like we want to “rightly divide the word of truth,” so we want to “rightly live the word of truth.” The following statements should help us think properly about the application of Scripture:

True application comes only when the student relies upon the guidance and illumination of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:18-25).  The application process must therefore start with prayer and reliance upon the Spirit of God.

Do not force application—find the application of the passage!

Biblical truth is not applied until it is believed and lived out.  The student must always study Scripture in order to be transformed in his thinking and in his behavior (Romans 12:1-2).

Avoid treating the Bible like a “magical” book.  Resist the temptation to quickly flip to passages in order to find quick and easy answers.  True application comes only after careful interpretation.  To by-pass the hard work of interpretation only results in misapplication and confusion.

Determine if the passage is directly applicable to you.  Watch carefully for context and original recipients.  This also requires sensitivity to progressive revelation (be sure to examine what other passages in Scripture that deal with the same issue have to say).

Make sure that thorough exegesis has taken place before moving to the application stage.  If interpretation is done well, application will flow out naturally and easily.  If not, a cloud of confusion may exist over how the meaning of the passage is to be applied.

Application must be related to interpretation.  Students sometimes show great diligence in interpreting a text, but then apply it in a way that is not in harmony with the text’s meaning.

It should be remembered that the application of a text should not go beyond what the text says (“do not go beyond what stands written,” 1 Cor 4:6).  If a passage comments on an issue only to a point, do not press the application of that passage beyond that degree.

Be careful to distinguish between that which is merely descriptive (that which merely describes an event, person, etc.) and that which is normative (i.e., prescriptive, that which is to be followed by all people everywhere).  That David had several wives is a fact that Scripture records about David—it is not a principle to be followed by believers.  However, God’s command to Adam in Genesis 2:24 with respect to marriage is normative—that is, it is to be the guiding principle for believers in marriage.

Applications should be made to one’s life immediately.  The longer change is avoided, the harder one will grow towards change.

Make a list of specific ways in which a biblical truth can be put into practice.
